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The bodies of Ana Mutombene, Rosita Munamate and Xavier
Marremisse, killed in South African air raid on Somopal
Jam factory, 23 May 1983. Photo:AIM
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INTRODUCTION

The apartheid state of South Africa - one of the world's most
heavily militarised nationa - is waging an undeclared war on
Mozamblque, its north-eastern neighbour.

This war is part of a pattern, a wider atrategy aimed at
subordinating all the less developed but politically indep-
endent countries of Sputhern Africa, and also at destroying
the African National Congress (ANC) liberation movement and
with it the hopes for a democratic South Africa free from
raclsam and injustice,

Pretoria's war is being waged also against Namibia, which
is occupied and administered by the racist regime, and against
Angola, which is subjected to repeated attacks, invasions,
destructive strikes and vioclations of its territory. These
two countries are suffering most from South African aggresgion,
but the attacks are sgpreading throughout the region and other
nations -~ Legotho, Botawana, Zimbabwe, Zambia - have alge
experienced armed aggression. And all are subject to hostile
economic presgure from the racist Republic.

None of these countries has attacked South Africa. Some
are far distant, sharing no common frontier with the RSA.

All are economically and militarily far weaker than the nation
that threatens them, with its well-developed agricultural and
industrial economy. South Afriea is rich in natural resources
and has used its wealth to dominate the region and te build

up one of the strongest and best-equipped armed forces in
Africa.

South Africa’'s war against Mozambique shows c¢lear signs of
intensifying. It incorporates the 'total strategy' that the
rulers of apartheid are fond of alluding to in their fight to
maintain white supremacy.

This total strategy includes direct military attacks on a
neighbouring state and the bombing and killing of its citizens.
It includes military and political destabilization through
the promotion and support of the antl-government terroriat
organization known as the MNR. And it includes indirect
economic and psycholegical destabilization through attacks
on trangport routes, food production, water supplies and
industrial sites, and through malicious and mendacious radio
broadcagtes and rumcur-mongering.

There is ample evidence of South African invelvement in
all these areas, as the United States and British authorities
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have accepted. Several Eurcpean nations have pledged their
support to Mozambique directly, and others have done so thro
through the Southern African Development Ceordination Conf-
erence (SADCC). But there is a tragic lack of action where

it is most needed - againgt the policies and agpgression of the
apartheid state.



DIRECT SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACKS

The first major military attack on Mozambican territory
came at the beglnning if 1981 when & commando team from

the South African Defence Force (SBADF) crossed the border
in disgulsed trucks and drove swiftly to Matola, a suburb
of Maputo, caplital city of Mozambique. On the way, a Port-
uguese civilian working in Mozambigue on contract was shot
and killed, At Matola three houses were attacked by mortar
fire and machine guns.

Twelve South African refugees, members of the ANC and
SACTU, were killed in the sttack; one died later im hospital
and three were kidnapped and taken to South Africa. The
houses were virtually destroyed by the ferocity of the
attack.

A month after the attack, Mozambigue expelled four United
Btates diplomats who had been revealed as CIA officials
engaged in acts of eaplonage, including cooperation with the
South African authorities over information relating to ANC
refugees in Maputo. As if to warn Mozambigque against direct
retaliation, South African temporarily susgpended rail traffic
to apd from Maputo, causing problemg for Mozambigue.

Shortly afterwards, in March 1981, regular SADF troops
crossed into Mozambigue at the coastal resort of Ponto da Ouro
south of Maputo., Challenged, the platoon opened fire and a
gun battle followed in which two Bouth African soldiers were
killed and a Mozambican wounded. It is thought that the
purpose of this provocative action was to test the local
defence capacity of the Mozambican forces,

Other direct incursions have taken place in the Namaacha
district, near to where Mozambique's border meets Swaziland
and South Africa's eastern Transvaal Frovince, In August
1982 South African attackers killed three people, including
8 Portuguese citizen, irn Namaacha town, and kidnapped three
othera. 1In an earlier incident,a house in the town was attacked
with explosives and a&n occupant killed. 1In April 1983 a group
of South African saboteurs was intercepted by the Mozambican
defence forces, who had been alerted by local residents. When
challenged, the group opened fire and then fled, abandoning
their packs - which were found to contain explosive charges,
parts for time bombs and forged identity documenta. It is
believed that their objective was to plant bombs in public
places to cause fear and insecurity during the meeting of the
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Frelimo Party Fourth Congress, which was about to take place
in Maputo.

This was followed a month later by a major air attack on
sitea close to Maputo, mainly in the Matola area. At 7.20
on the morning of 23 May 1983 a squadron of 14 South African
aircraft strafed and hombarded the district with machinegun
fire and air-to-ground fragmentation rockets.

The targeta appear to have been the Maputo oil refinery
{a strategic economic site) the bridge over the Matola river,
and the industrial and trading area nearby. Anti-aircraft
defences protected the first two of these, and casualties
were heaviest in the industrial and residential areas. At
the Somopal fruit juice and jam factory three workers were
killed. The factory creche, luckily unoccupied at the time
of the raid, was also hit. In the residential area, a six-
year-old child was killed playing in the street, and a number of
ather people, including & two-year-old infant, were wounded.
One Mozambican soldier guarding the bridge was also killed in
*the attack. Claiming credit for the raid, a spokesman in
Pretoria said its aircraft had attack an ANC military base
and killed dozens of guerillas.

The British ambassador to Mozambique, John Stewart, was
among those who visited the sites hit shortly after the raid
and he refuted South African clailms that the targets were
ANC bacses. He said "the factery is not, and there is no indic-
ation that it ever has been, a military installation of the
ANC", and added that the Mozambican authorities had encouraged
the diplomatie cerpa to visit and inspect everything they
wished to see. It seems that one major purpose of the raid
was 1n fact to attack Maputo’'s economic infrastructure and
thus add to the ecity's problems; when this failed and civilians
were the victims, Pretoria's spokesman tried a propaganda
counter-offensive, perhaps as much for internal counsumption
as for self-justification to the resat of the world.

A tactically different act of aggreasion came in August
1982 with the assasgsibation of Ruth First, internationally-
renowned scholar, political writer amd academic who was working
as research director of the African Studies Centre at the Univ-
ersity of Maputo. The killing was carried out by means of a
sophisticated and lethal parcel bhomb that also geverely
injured several other members of the Centre's staff.

José Antonio Monteiro Ramoe, Porituguese cooperante
killed in hia car during Scuth Afriecan attack on
6 Matola, January 1981, Photo:AIM






Hit squads have also been used. In October 1983 bombs
were planted in the building that houses, amongst other things,
the ANC's public office in Maputo; in the subsequent explosion
one Mozambican and four South African refugees were injured.

It is clear that South Africa is ready to use all types
of attack against Mozambique, and that unless checked this
aggression is likely to continue. Whether the weapons come
by air, road or mail, and whether their origin is acknowledged
or not, the effect is the same: murderous attacks on Mozambican
citizens and foreign residents and refugees - undisputed acts
of war.

! . X
Memorial meeting for Ruth First held in Maputo August 1982.

Room in ANC office, Maputo, damaged by bomb blasts,
17 October 1983. Photo:AIM
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DESTABILISATION AND THE MINR

As well as direct attacks on the Front Line States, South
Africa pursues a policy of arming and coordinating terrorist
groups within neighbouring countries, groups that use murder,
massacte, plunder, sabotage and abduction to create economic
and social degtabilization, In Angela, Pretoria supports,
supplies, trains and protects the counter-revolutionary
organization Unita; in Mozambhique i{ directs and arms the
self-styled Mozambique National Resistance, known as the
MNR or sometimes, in its own propaganda, as Renamo, -
Military training and planning of MNR operations take
place in a camp in the Transvaal and to all intents and pur-
poses its troops may be regarded, in President Machel's words,
as "just an extension of the South African army".
The MNR was originally created in 1976 by the Rhodesian
Central Intelligence Organization under the Smith regime, as
a mans of intensifying the war agalnst the liberaticn forces
of Zimbabwe by gaining information from Mozambicans who had
fled the country at the time of independence and were able
to assist the Smith regime's strikes againsi Zimbabwean refugee:
and freedom fighters across the border in Mozambique. MNR
members were drawn from the 'special units' of the Portuguese
c¢olonial army, from the PIDE political police and in some
cages from Frelimo deserters. Most were Mozambican in origin,
like the first appointed military commander, Andre Matsangaiza,
but many senior members were European, of Portuguese nationalit)
or descent. The most important of these leaders was Orlando
Cristina, a former PIDE agent who helped form the netorious
elite groups of the colonial forces,with whose filea fie fled
to Rhodesia in 1975, From 1980-3 he headed MNR in South Africa.’
As well as carrying ocut bombing raids on ZANU camps and on
strategic transport links, Rhodesia steadily trained MNR teams
to attack and harass Mozambican installations in the provinces
bordering Zimbabwe, The aim was to raise the cost of suppor- [
ting the Zimbabwean liberation forces and oblige Mozambigue,
a poorly developed country with great internal needs, to put
its own survival against the freedom of Zimbabwe.

When Zimbabwe became independent in 1980, the personnel,
armaments, radio equipment etc belonging to the MNR,was all
transferred to South African territory and, as former members
of the Rhodesian Special Branch have confirmed, a new prag-
ramnme was launched to develop the MNR into a mobile, nation-
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wide armed guerilla force capable of causing death, destruction,
damage and deep insecurity throughout the country, without
ever aiming to 'win the war'. The objective was to hinder
Mozambique's economic development programme and undermine
popular support for Frelimo Party policies. This would keep
the country weak, in the interests of South Africa, and
persuade it to withdraw its political and material support
for the ANC. Ultimately, as with Unita in Angola, the aim
may be to present an 'alternative' government, which will be
an ally of the apartheid regime; in the short term,however,
it is to weaken the state and impoverish the country.

Since 1980 the MNR has been active in most of Mozambique's
ten provinces and its operations have caused widespread
distress and suffering. The effects have been particularly
acute where MNR actions have exacerbated already harsh
economic conditions, such as the prolonged drought that has
afflicted parts of the country. In Inhambane,for example,
food shortages have been worsened by MNR attacks on villages,
shops, agricultural schemes, health posts etc., and by
sabotage and ambush of the transport network, preventing
relief supplies from reaching people in the rural districts.

New milk tanker destroyed by MNR attackers at Vanduzi,
Manica Province, November 1982. Photo:AIM i



MNR mactivities are of two main types: local ‘'bhandit’
actions - killing, looting, ambushing, burning, kidnapping -
carried out by roving armed gangs who obtain most of their
supplies from their victims and may be constantly on the move;
and specialised 'commando' units where skilled teams are
sent into the country to sabotage strategic installations.

There is direct South African participation in both
types of operatien, although it is greater in the 'commando’
actions, which required skilled saboteurs trained by the
SADF or recruited from internatiocnal mercenaries. From
an HQ base in the Transvaal, Scouth African military author-
ities oversee and direct all MNR activities, issuing instr-
uctions by radio and arranging delivery of important supplies
by air or sea. At the MNHR base at Tome in Inhamwbane, for
example, MNR captives in 1983 saw six white South Africans
training MNR personnel in the use of radio eguipment, and
the arrival of arms and other supplies by parachute drop.
Documents cpatured at the MNR base at Garagua in Manica
Province destroyed by the Mozambican Armed Forees (FPLM) in
December 1981 showed that thls process has been a continuous
one. They included records of meetings between the current
MNE military commander Afonso Dlakama and a South African
military intelligence officer identified as Col.van Niekerk
or Colonel Charlie.

BANDITS

In the early days of their operations, most MNR operations
were in the mountainous regions of Mozambique such as those
bordering Zimbabwe, where the terrain made it difficult for
the Mozambican army. The main base was at Garagua in the
Gorongosa district, and this was supplied by helicopters
from Rhodesia until the base’s capture by the FPLM in Dec-
enmber 1979. Since 1981, MNR actiong with additional support
from South Africa have been extended into other regions, in
each of which there tend to be a number of bases, some large
and some =mall and easily dismantled,

The military training pattern is for a number of selected
'ecommanders' to be tak%en to South Africa for training and
brisfirg, wita the majority of MNR 'rank and file' are given
bagie weapons training in camps inside Mozambique. Many of
the recruita are young men who are forced or 'persuaded’
to join the MNH by threats or bribes; once they have taken
part in armed actiong it is difficult to leave.
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Peasant women mutilated by the deliberate actions of the MNR.
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The strong dependence of the MNR on South Africe waa
illustrated at the trial of an MNR commander of a local unit
active in 1982 in the provinces of Gaza and Inhambane, This
man travelled on at least two occasions to South Africa by
helicopter, where he collected weapons for his group. With
the weapons, the group ambushed and burnt twe buses, killing
all the passengers, attacked and destroyed schools, shops,
rural hospitals and villages, and caused widespread havoc
in several districts. When eventually caught, the commander
was sentenced to death by a military revolutionary tribunal,

A typlcal recruit to the MNRE was 19-year-old Jorge
Gumache from northern Inhambane Province, who joined the
MHR in September 1981, The truck in which he was iravel-
ling was ambushed and he was taken to s camp where he was
Eiven gix months' military training. "Then they gave me a
gun,” he said following his arrest im 1983, "and we went
to Muapsa, where I burnt out a lorry full of sacks of
sugar'. Later his group attacked a rural hospital and
took away supplies and forcibly abducted four members of
staff, who were made to cook and look after members of the
gang. Other operations included wvehicle ambushes on the
roada in remote areas, plunder of shops and food supplies,
and at least one attack on the rail line between Inhambane
and Inharrime, when a train was dersiled and 14 people
taken off into MNR custody, no doubt to become active
memhers in their turn, or be shot. Gumache, sent on &
reconnaisgsance mission into Inhambane city, was finally
caught and his particular reign of terror brought to an
end.

At Chriastmas 1983 two especially horrific MNR attacks
on innocent villagers took place. In one, an MNR group
ambushed an intercity bus in Nampula Province, told the
passengers to leave the bus and strip, and then shot them.
At least 40 people were kilied and 20 injured, scme of whon
sought su¢cour in a nearby Catholic church where Christmas
mass was being celebrated.

In the other incident the village of Marrangwa in the
eastern part of Gaza Province was raided by an armed MKER
gang during Christmas festivities. Five people, including
the Frelimo Party Secretary, were hacked to death with
hammers and axes. The head of one woman was cut off and
stuck on a post. A witness said "There were armed men all
around us and we kad to sit on the ground and watch'.
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As well as these attacks on local people, with the
objective of terrorising and disrupting their lives, the
MNR also aims to destroy major economic and social inst-
allationg, particularly those linked to Frelimo's dewvelop-
ment policies and to international assistance., The communal
villapes established as key elements in the drive to increase
agricultural production and distribution in the rural areas
by bringing famlly cultivation into a cooperative systen,
have been selected for attack. Through the communal village
policy 1t is hoped to bring social benefits such as health
care and education to all citizens, and so the MNR has
congistently attacked targets such as willage health posts,
school classrooms and community shops, leaving the inhabit-
ants without their much-needed services which they have in
most cases laboured to rpvide from theilr own resources. In
Inhambane Province a tatal of 400 village shops have been
burnt down., In extreme cases, residents have been forced
te leave the village and return to scattered homesteads
and fields wherever they can find shelter.

In all areas, the war has aggravated other problems such
as cultivation and marketing of food crops or the poor dist-
ribution of manufactured items like tools, utensils and
clothing. The standard of life for many peasant famjlies
has declined and in certain areas the combined effects of
drought, poor supplies and MNR operatiomns have led to actual
famine and death.

State agricultural enterprises have sometimes repeatedly
been singled out for attack by the MNR. Daniel Manhique,
manager of a cattle farm in Gaza province, experienced three
MHR attacks in ten months, during which farm werkers were
killed and injured and livestock was stolen or let loose;
the objective was to force the farm to suspend its operations
and thus reduce production, a form of economic pressure that
pushes local agriculture back towards the subsistence level
of farming from which Mozambique is trying to advance.

The MNR also carried out gpttacks on development projects
funded by foreign aid or where foreign workers {(known as
cooperantes) are employed on contract, as industrial or
agricultural specialists or in teaching and medicine. Here
the objective is partly economic and partly propaganda and
intimidation, and also serves as a means of involving other
nations 1n what the MNR's masters in Pretoria would like to
project as a conflict between the Mozambican government and
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its political opponents. Attacks on aid projects may, it
is thought, lead to a withdrawal of overseas cooperation
with Mozambigue, Capturing foreign citizens and offering
to negotiate for their release ig an attempt to Zain inter-
national recognition and political credibility.

The first such incident took place in 1981 when a Britisgh
ecologist and a Chilean teacher working at the Gorogosa Game
Park were kidnapped. After long treks on foot with small
MNE groups evading capture, the former was released Just
acroas the border in Zimbabwe and the latter some months
later in Malawi. In August 1982 six Bulgarian construection
engineers working on a road project in Zambezia province
were captured and held hostage until freed by a Mozambican
army operation. At the same time seven Portuguese cooperantes
kidnapped in Manica province in October were released on
the Zimbhabwe border.

Foreign workers have been intimldated by MNR actions even
when not directly threatened. In the Chimolo diagtriet
cooperantes working at the Swedish-aupported 1floma forestry
and sawmill project were temporarily withdrawn in mid-1982
and although the sawmill began its operationa at the end of
the year the foreign workers again withdrew in April 1933,
leaving the project without much needed technleal support.

Other projects have been delayed and hawpered by abduction
of skilled workers. In December 1982 work on power lines
in Zambezia province was halted by the kidnapping of two

French engineers and only resumed after thelr release in
February 1982. In October 1982 a 8ri Lankan cooperante

working at a tea processing factory was kidnapped and
later releaged,

The most serious attack to date took place in August
1983 when the MNR launched an assault agalnst a tantalite
mine at Morrua in Zambezia, killing two Soviet geologists
together with two Mozambican members of the works militia
guarding the mining complex, and kidnapped 24 ather
Soviet cooperantes. Eyewitness reports describe the
attackers opening fire on the quarters where the geologists
were sleeping and rounding them up to carry away loot:.
"They smashed all the windows of the houses. They smashed
up the laboratory and the guesthouse. They stole every-
thing they could - clethes, food, even apectacles. They

stole all the mediecines from the health post and then
destroyed it".
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In subsequent months, some of the captives were
reported to have been killed in MNR custody and some to
have been freed; at least 14 were still held at the end
of 1983.

In general, the MNR displays more concern for the lives
of Europeans than for Mozambicans, but it frequently
announces its intention of forcing all foreign workers,
particularly those from socialist countries, to leave the
country or risk being killed. To date, few foreign workers
have succumbed to this intimidation, but there is no doubt
that a number of badly-needed economic projects have been
hindered and disrupted. Planned projects for mineral pros-
pecting, for example, have been delayed. As a foreign aid
official commented early in 1983: '"Mozambique has a lot of
plans that cannot be pursued for the time being. Peace
would make all the difference".

Shells containing toxic chemicals captured from MNR
forces in Inhambane Province, 1983. Photo:AIM




SABOTEURS

Strategic sabotage, undertaken by specialist commando teams
on direct instructions from South Africa, is aimed princip-
ally at Mozambican's vital transport networks. This both
damages the already underdeveloped economy and creates extra
costs in scarce foreign exchange for repairs, spare parts,
alternative equipment, vehicles and fuel. It also undermines
regional attempts to build an economic infrastructure that

is less dependent on South Africa, through bilateral projects
and SADCC schemes (Southern Africa Development Coordination
Conference) .

The main target has been traffic to and from Zimbabwe.
Following Zimbabwe's independence in 1980, the rail links
with Mozambique were again opened and imports and exports
again carried through the ports of Beira and Maputo. One
of the MNR's chief targets was the rail line from Beira
to Zimbabwe which has been repeatedly mined and ambushed.

At the end of October 1981 road and rail bridges leading
to Beira were blown up, causing severe problems within
Mozambique as well as disrupting Zimbabwe traffic through
the closure of the line from Beira to Mtare (Umtali). This
attack was apparently the work of a well-trained sabotage
group operating from South Africa. The body of a British-
born mercenary who appeared to have killed himself while

-
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Body of SADF soldier killed during South African attack
at Ponta do Ouro, March 1981 Photo:AIM
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placing explosives was found at another section of the Iine
in Manica province, and it is assumed that the same or
gimilar personnel carried out the hridge demolition. The
dead mercenary was later identified as a former British Army
officer who served in Northern Ireland and then joined the
Rhodesian special forces before transferring at independence
to the South African Defence Force.

A month after the destruction of the Pungwe hridges,
marker buoys in Beira harbour - essential navigational alds
for ships entering and leaving the port - were destroyed
by a naval commando team that approached from the sea. Such
an operation was clearly beyond the basic military capabil-
ities of the MNR units ih Mozambigue and fits in with what
is known of the special seaborne hit gquads within the SADF,
such as that assumed to have carried out the attack on the
Angolan o1l refinery in Luanda in December 1981.

During 1982 there were further attacks on Mozambique's
rail lines, including an attack on a train near Chimcio in
May and more explosions damaging the Beira line in July.

The o©il pipeline carrying fuel from Beira to Zimbabwe was
also damaged. [t is not always possible to say which of
these attacks involves professional saboteurs drawn directly
from the SADF and which are carried out by Mozamhican-based
MNR groups, since both have the same aims and objectives.
Nor is it always necessary to distinguish between the two
types of operation, for on occasion specialist teams and MNR
units work together; such operations are clearly arganised
from South Africa.

The klowing up of fuel storage tanks at Beira harbour in
December 1982 seems to have been undoubtedly the work of =z
special sguad, and was similar in scope to the previous
year's major attack on the Luanda refinery, where the remains
of an unidentifiable white mercenary were found. The damage
ta the Beira storage tanks and the loss of fuel caused
shortages in Zimbabwe, where emergency petrol rationing was
required, leading to increased dependence on South Africa
for fuel supplies. This provided a clear demonstration of
Mezambique's vulnerability, and of Pretoria's power and
determination to maintain its position of deominance.

19



ECONOMIC AGRESSION

¥Virtually all the targets of South Africa's direct and
indirect aggression against Meozambigue are of economic
importance.

As well as destroying transport links, the attacks have
severely disrupted power and water supplies. In 1982, for
eXample, the Revue dam, where Beira's electriecity ig gener-
ated, was several time sabotaged, and there were also attacks
on the city's water supply. These type of attacks, if succ~
ess5ful, cause great economic and social problems. -

There have also been repeated MNR attacks on the power
supply lines taking electricity from the Cahora Bassa dam in
Tete province south the Bouth Africa, under a pre-independ-
ence agreement. To Summarise an intricate situation, when
the power supply is interrupted, Scuth Africa doea not pay
the Portuguese-owned Cahora Bassa company, which then has
difficulty meeting the costs involved in production and in
paying off the loang raised to finance the scheme. Under
the agreement some power is reimported from South Africa for
southern Mozambigue; when the supply is disrupted, Mozambique
is obliged to puy South African-generated power, using
scarce foreign currency. It is thought that as South Africa
has no long term interest in Cahora Bassa electricity - which
provides under 10% of South African consumption - and is
currently making great efforts towards energy self-sufficiency,
the MNR attacks on the transmission lines are aimed at induc-
ing Portugal to abandon its interest in the Cahora Bassa
plant, which would create a range of new problems for hard-
pressed Mozambique to deal with,

Other economic threats used by South Africa do not involve
the use of the MNR. Early in 1981 the South African author-
ities suspended traffic on the Transvaal-Mapute rail line,
which caused financial difficulties to Mozambigque through
the loss of expected revenue. And in the months that foll-
owed, it is estimated that a total of 450,000 tonnes of
cargo that would normally have heen shipped through Maputo
were diverted through South African harbours., The industrial
and mining area of the Rand is an obvious customer for
freight services in and ocut of Maputo, but ather routes are
available, leaving Mozambigue rather at South Afrieca’s
mercy. In addition, recent plans to develop tew routes
via a rail link and port in Swaziland indicate that South
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Africa intends to reduce much of Maputo's traffic.

Mozambique is particularly vulnerable to this type of
action since much of its economy was developed during the
colonial period in a 'service' relation to that of the
Transvaal, and it will take some time before a more balanced
economy is in operation. At the same time, the low level
of development in the rest of the country means that there
is very little cushioning, and fairly simple manipulation
by South Africa can cause acute difficulties.

One example is the water supply in the southern part of
the country where several rivers flow from South Africa
through Mozambique to the Indian Ocean. Water is becoming
an increasingly crucial commodity in Southern Africa, not
just owing the agricultural needs caused by the prolonged
drought but also because of industrial demand for water,
particularly in South Africa, and control of the supply
is an economic and political issue.

In Mozambique the immediate problem is drought and low
rainfall. In March 1983 it was reported that emergency
aid was needed in the district of Moamba, 80km north of
Maputo and traditionally an area supplying food for the

W“ et s, I «“

0il storage tanks at Beira following sabotage attack
December 1982 Photo:AIM



capitsl, which was facing a catastrophic harvest. Lack
of rain had been aggravated by the deliherate reduction
of river water by the closing of a dam oo the South African
side of the Incomatl river, so that no water was reaching
Moamba .
In another incident shortly before the opening of the
Frelimo Party Fourth Congress, a dam on the Umbeluzi
river in Swaziland was also closed, apparently at Bouth
African instigation, in order to deprive Mapuio of water,
After emergency ministerial talks, the supply was resumed,
Mozambique is vulnerable to this kind of pressure
because 70% of its river water originates outgide itse
boundaries., And South African plans to utilise for indus-
trial purposes water that has hitherto flowed to the sea
could make things worse.

South Africa’s regional economic dominance, which can be
and ig wsed in a hostile manner against Mozambigue, 1s
being challenged through the SADCC, established by the
independent states of Southern Africa as a system of pro-
ject cooperation designed to reduce dependence on South
Afriea and thus diminish wvulnerahility to economic aggress-
ian, Through SADCC the independent states hope to streng-
then their economies through bilateral and collective
action, and through assistance and lnvestment from Western
European nations.

SADCC itself has been attacked by South Africa 1in acts
such as the dislocation of communicatiop links between the
SADCC countries - an example of how powerfully the apartheid
state controls economic infragtructyres., In addition,
Pretoria offers 'favourable treatment' to thoae Southern
African countries which are willing, or obliged, to cooper-
ate with South African financial and industrlal enterprises,

President Machel has accused South Africa of attempting
to destroy SADCC., At a SADCC summit meeting in July 1983
he said: “We are aware that the basic aim of the acts of
destabllization carried out against our countries is to
render SADCC non-viable. Our response to this threat muat
be founded on ocur unity",

He added:"We reject political or economic dependence on
South Afrieca or any other country. We refuse to submlt to
mahoeuvreg or blackmail., We want to transform our region
into a zone of peace, progreas and well-being".
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PROPAGANDA AND ESPIONAGE

In support of its military and economic aggresslon againat
the independent atates of the region, Sguth Africa employs
powerful propaganda means, and through ita access to comm-
unication technology 1a able to reach: large numbers of
listeners in Southern Africa.

The objective 1= a dual one; to convince those living
in the Front Line Statesa that South Africa, although the
land of apartheld, is also a land of plenty and prosperity,
where consumer goode not available in independent states
may be easlly purchased, and that inefficiency and instab-
11ity are endemic to 'black' governments. The propaganda
spreads a good deal of disinformation abgout independent
Africa, all mixed up with atraight international news sao
that the distortions are not immediately apparent; the aim
is to confuse and demoralise those living in neighbouring
states who may not have access to alternative information

sources, but it is egsentially the same propaganda supplled

to and consumed by the Western press and pnews agenciles.

Radio is the chief propagandas means in Southern Africa,
and Pretoria beams broadcasts to the whole region, To
Mozambique the programmes are in both Fnglish and Portug-
uese language versions, 1n addition to which there are
various comnercial stations whose output comsists largely
of pop music and advertisements, together with regional
news ltems.

There are also radio stations that specificelly promote
destabilization by purporting to be run by the so-called
resistance movements. These claim to be broadcasting
from within the country but are in fact controlled and
operated from South Africa.

The MNR radio station i3 now czlled the Volce of the
Mczamhican Resistance, and its transmitter 1s located in
the Transvaal. In the early days of the MNR similar
stations operated from Malawi and Zimbabwe but after 1980
everything was transaferred to South Africa, Here the
station retained ite original name yntil the middle of
1983, when a reorgenization took place 1ln the wake of the
murder of Orlando Cristina, who was domiciled im South
Africa and pleyed a leading role in the diffusion of prop-
aganda by radio.

23



South African spy plane shot down over Mozambique on
30 May 1983. The remotely-piloted vehicle,made in
South Africa under Israeli licence, was fitted with
a French-made camera for aerial photography.

Typical broadcasts include claims that the MNR has
12,000 armed men in Mozambique and that 'new fronts' have
been or will shortly be opened in various provinces. Large
scale attacks resulting in huge numbers of casualties on
the part of the Mozambican armed forces are claimed. In
August 1983 it was stated that the MNR was launching a
major offensive codenamed Red August, and foreign coop-
erantes were warned that they would be killed if they
remained in their jobs. Not all MNR radio propaganda is
false, so it is a useful means of spreading alarm and
panic.

In the latter part of 1983 the Voice of the Mozambican
Resistance appeared to be increasing the scope of its
broadcasts and began short transmissions in the vernacular
languages of Mozambique. It also carried items reporting
on MNR activities in Europe and the United States, to
give the impression of a movement with international
respect and recognition.

South African aims are also furthered by agents and
spies, who in many cases are directly in the pay of the
apartheid state. One such was Finlay Hamilton, a British-
born businessman living in Beira who in February 1983 was
convicted of complicity with MNR actions in Sofala province,
and who paid regular visits to South Africa. Hamilton had
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prior knowledge of the attack on the Beira oil storage
tanks, and a network of employees and contacts.

Two South African agents who infiltrated Mozambique
were captured during 1983. The first was a military
intelligence officer named Schoeman, who told the Mozam-
bican authorities that he had been sent on various missions
to collect information on such installations as the Cahora
Bassa dam, the main post office and telecommunications
centre in Maputo, and the capital's highest class hotel,
where visiting dignitaries often stay. He also claimed
to have been sent to assassinate President Samora Machel
during the Frelimo Party Fourth Congress.

The second man was caught near the South African border
in August, when he crossed the frontier illegally and was
found to be carrying materials for a time-bomb; it is
believed that he was on an undercover mission for the South
African special forces.

Mozambican troops with equipment captured from South African
reconnaissance unit that entered Mozambique on 22 June 1982
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NEGOTIATIONS

Towards the end of 1283, the Mozambican goverament entered
into preliminary discussions with South Africa on "practical
ways and meang of achieving peace, security and good neigh-
bourly relations between the two countries on the basis of
internationally-established principles of relations between
sovereign states’., One of the central issues at stake was
South Afrieca's unneighbourly aggression against Mozambigue
and in particular its promoticon ¢f the MNR.

On 16 January 1984 a joint statement agreed that neither
country should 'serve as a springboard’ for attacks on the
other. To date, however, there have been no practical moves
on the part of Pretoria to reduce its military threat to
Mozamhigque; it is hoped that the coming months will see some
jimprovement in the pesition.

The costs of South Africa's undeclared war have been sub-
stantial to Mozambigque, which is already a poor country.
Early in 1984, the external debt to western creditors had to
be renegotinted and in doing 2o Mozamblgue explained that this
was in part due to the effects of South African actionsg,

Losses caused both by direct aggression and by the hostile
economic strategy are estimated to have cost Mozambigue some
3,800 million dollara. Over the paat few years South Africa
has steadily reduced its payments for Mozambican services,
ereating an effective economic boycott and seriously reducing
Mozambique's foreign exchange earnings.

Direct aggression by the SADF and the MMR has caused many
deaths and destruction estimated at $333 million. OQOther
fipures gilven in this context show that in 1982-83 a total of
900 village shops, 490 primary schools and 86 health posta
were destroyed. In 1982 anlone, 140 communal villages were
destroyed, affecting the livelihood of over 100,000 citizens,.

Mozambligue has appealed to western countries for aid to
help develop iis economy and prevent damage from natural
disasters such as drought and flecods. It has also appealed
for trade links, hoth with the west and with the other nations
of the region, since successful economic development is a
priority. In thia context international support for SADCC
is of vital importance.

50 too is international pressure, particularly from those
countries which are South Africa’s main trading partners.
There is no doubt that the policiea and actions ¢of the Pretoria
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regime are a grave threat to peace and stability in Southern
Africa, and that this in its turn hinders effective economic
development. Those countries with strong economic links to
South Africa are asked to use their influence to restrain
Pretoria from attacking the Front Line State. 'It is clearly
irrational,' stated a recent SADCC communique, 'for such
countries to invest in regional infrastructure only to see
such resources wasted by South African sabotage'. Such
pressure, combined with Mozambique's determination and
increasing ability to defend itself and its revolution will,
it is hoped, lead to an end to South Africa's undeclared war
against Mozambique before too long. If it does not, more
people will die, more will suffer injuries and disablement,
and more will lose their homes, crops, belongings and hopes.

Captured MNR members presented to the public at a mass rally

May 1983 Photo:AIM
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MOZAMBIQUE ANGOLA COMMITTEE
M.AC. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

to inform public opinion in Britain about the struggle
of Mozambique and Angola for a socialist way of life
and in particular their struggle against underdevelop-
ment and against the forces which, taking advantage

of that situaticon, seek to destroy their economies and
subvert their economic and social independence; and

to rally all progressive forces on a broad front in
their support;

to develop forms of material aid for Mozambique and
Angola;

to continue the campaign to expose and denounce South
Africa’s aggression against Angola and Mozambique.
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SOUTH AFRICA is currently waging a
campaign of aggression in order to
destabilise neighbouring Mozambique.
The weapons in this undeclared war
range from economic pressure to
direct military attacks and support
for the large armed MNR force.

The social and economic advances
Mozambique has made since indepen-
dence in 1975 are in danger.
Western nations that give aid to
Mozambique are being asked to put
pressure on Pretoria to stop its
attacks. South African military
might and economic power must not
be allowed to prevail.
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