
One Union's 
Fight Against 
Apartheid 
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"1 could run, or stand. So I stood" 
I am a white South African who was born in this country. 

I went to school with South Africans, to University with 
South Africans and fought in the war with South Africans. 
I feel an affinity with white South Africans. 

As I grew up, however, and came to think for myself, it 
became difficult for me to reconcile the oppression o f  the 
non-Europeans here with the philosophical outlook of the 
Western civilisation we whites purport to defend. Clearly 
the situation was contrary to the Christian tradition in 
which I had been reared. 

The only organisation I could find which stood for 
equality of opportunity, regardless of race, was the 
Communist Party. Later, I came to accept the Marxist 
standpoint that mankind can only achieve its complete 
liberation with the achievement of Communism. 

Today communism is a swearword which is directed 
against a multitude of sins. Different people understand 
different things by "communism". For my part, I saw 
communism as a movement against racial discrimination 
and oppression. 

I found that when I got married, domesticity made bigger 
demands than devotion to ideals. I also found that I was . 
still a South African at heart and wanted my children to 
be South Africans, so I came back to the land of my birth. 
I came back from England, where I had gone to further my 
career, with the clear intention of not taking part in any 
kind of political activity at all but of devoting myself to my 

family. This attitude was buttressed by the fact that the 
Authorities knew about my past, for my passport was 
confiscated on my return. I lived this way for about a 
year. 

Then, Sharpeville took place. The Active Citizen Force 
was mobilised. In the Emergency, hundreds of  innocuous 
people were arbitrarily detained. In view of my past, I could 
easily have been one of them. The Government, supported 
by a majority of  the whites, had turned a granite face to 
the Africans and their fellow-sufferers and had flouted the 
mainstream of development along which the world is going. 
This is still the case. 

I could run, or stand. So I stood. It was natural, in view ' 
of my past, to find a home in the South African Communist 

' 

Party. At least my participation would show that I stood 
alongside the Africans and their fellows. It showed the 
world that another white had chosen the side of humanity. 
In view of the Nationalist opposition to Communism, 
nothing could underline my detestation of apartheid more 
than being a Communist. 

With the passage of time the inevitable reaction to the 
Government's stand took place. Poqo arose. There were 
spontaneous acts of appalling hate, such as the Paarl riots. 
I and my family could just as easily have been the victims 
of such violence as any other family. I felt that I should 
join at least in the attempt to direct opposition in a 





The Kitson Committee 
When the news of Dave's arrest came 

through, his colleagues in DATA moved 
into action. 

On August 16 DATA members, led by 
the then General Secretary, George 
Doughty, held a demonstration in Hyde 
Park, followed by a march through the 
West End and a vigil and poster parade 
outside South Africa House in Trafalgar 
Square. 

The Association's Executive Committee 
protested to the South African 
Government and the protest was 
supported by the International 
Federation of Commercial, Clerical 
and Technical Employees, representing 
four and a half million white-collar 
workers. 

On August 17 the Executive Committee 
of the AEU wrote to the South African 
Ambassador asking that Dave and Norma 
Kitson be released or charged and when 
it received no reply, issued a statement 
saying that South Africa had 'degenerated 
into a country that is ruled by expediency 
rather than law'. 

The Kitson Committee was formed in 
August, with representatives from the 
divisional councils of the Association in 

the London area and with Des Starrs, 
Chairman of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee, as Chairman. 

The Committee urged DATA members 
to write or send telegrams to the South 
African Ambassador asking that the 
Kitsons be released or charged and to  
write t o  Dave and Norma themselves 
to let them know they had not been 
forgotten. 

When Dave was charged, DATA'S 
General Secretary, Archie McAlpine, 
immediately authorised the transfer of 
funds to  cover his legal costs. 

Then the Association launched a Â£300 
appeal for legal fees and to help Norma 
and the children. The response was 
magnificent, with branches all over the 
country holding collections and fund- 
raising events. Other unions joined in 
- among them the AEU, the Fire Brigades 
Union, the Scottish Commercial 
Motormen's Union, the Society of 
Technical Civil Servants, NATSOPA and 
the Scottish Mineworkers. Students at 
Ruskin College raised over Â £ 5  from a 
special dance. 

At the Association's 1965 Annual 
Conference, TASS Journal Editor Jim 

Mortimer was able to announce that over 
Â£380 had been raised for the Fund. 

TASS's fund-raising activities for 
Dave Kitson have continued to this day, 
with nearly Â£50 being raised at the 
l980 Annual Conference for the Kitson 
Fund. 

Thanks! 
What has really made me grateful, and 

proud t o  be a member of DATA, is to 
read of the scale of your support for me. 
Even while in solitary confinement I had 
some inkling of it with a wonderful 
uplift for my morale, for although I was 
alone i t  made me realise that the world 
was with me. I have heard that letters 
came for me by the hundred although 
I did not receive any. 

Thank you very much indeed. 
Please thank for me the E.C., for its 

financial support t o  my family, and all 
those members of DATA who took up 
cudgels for me. I am most grateful to 
you all. 

Ever since DATA was good enough 
to send me to Ruskin College I have 
felt a sense of responsibility to the 
Association, even during those times 
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The Kitson 
As Dave began his long term of 

imprisonment, the Kitson Committee 
faced the twin tasks of campaigning for 
his release and doing whatever it could 
to  make his life inside more bearable. 
By locking away its opponents, the 
South African regime is trying to turn 
them into forgotten men and women. 
The Kitson Committee was determined 
that this would not happen to  Dave. 

From its early years the Committee 
asked supporters to "Send Dave a 
Card" at Christmas. Tens of thousands 
of cards have been sent over the years 
- the prison receives thousands 
every year. Although Dave himself 
is allowed to receive only 12 cards 
each Christmas, the prisoners know 
that sackloads of mail are arriving. 

The Christmas Card campaign has 
been taken up by the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and other organisations. They 
publish lists of the names and addresses 
of political prisoners' families in South 
Africa, Namibia and (until independence) 
Zimbabwe, each year, so that many 
other prisoners and their families now 
know that they have not been forgotten 
by the world outside. 

Dave began his prison sentence in 
Pretoria Local Gaol, where conditions 

Campaign 
were grim, but where the political 
prisoners were kept apart from the 
others and soon developed a group 
solidarity. An ex-prisoner has told how 

t 
CHRISTMAS CARD 

CAMPAIGN 1979 
Arrested and sentenced to 20 years in gaol because he coutd 
not tolerate the repression and injustice that he saw all 
around him, TASS member, Dave Kitson, will spend his 16th 
Christmas in Pretoria Local Prison, South Africa. 
REMEMBER DAVE AT CHRISTMAS THIS YEAR AND 
SEND A CARD TO: 

l D Kitson 
Pretoria Local Jail 
Pretoria 
South Africa 

, 

at Christmas in 1965 they performed 
excerpts from Murder in the Cathedral 
- with props made of toilet-roll cartons, 
mailbag string and blankets, and put on 
a "concert" compered by Dave. 

Later - after a spell at Pretoria Central 
- they were moved to Pretoria Local's 
"New Section". Physical conditions 
were better - with toilets and wash- 
basins in the cells - but psychologically 
Dave and the others suffered from the 
ban on news, restrictions on visitors and 
letters and above all the monotony of 

spending long hours every day locked in 
their cells. 

After the escape of three prisoners at 
the end of 1979, the "politicals" were 
moved to  Pretoria Maximum Security 
Prison, where they were harassed by 
being constantly woken at night and 
put into cells which back onto the 
execution yard. Now they have been 
told that they will be moved back to the 
the "Local" in April 198 1. 

At the beginning of Dave's sentence 
all political prisoners were kept in the 
bottom "D" Grade, so Dave could only 
receive one letter and have one visit 
every six months: now, as an "A" Grade 
prisoner he is allowed a letter and a 
visit every month. But the most 
important form of discrimination 
against political prisoners remains - 
they get no remission. 

Some of the money collected by TASS 
has been used to buy "extras" for the 
prisoners - among them a film projector 
for special film shows. 

In the last 16 years Dave has earned 
himself the title of "The World's Best 
Educated Prisoner". The prison 
authorities do not allow prisoners to 
take post-graduate courses. So Dave 
now has degrees in Economics and 
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delegation, on its return, proposed to 
overturn TUC policy by dropping 
opposition to British firms' investment 
in South Africa where those firms 
"encouraged black unions". 

At a special conference held to  
discuss the report, in May 1974, TASS 
together with other unions, among them 
ASTMS, ACTT and the Weavers Union, 
argued strongly against it. (In the event, 
the Report was buried.) 

The following year, when British 
Steel Corporation announced that it was 
to invest in a major new steel plant in 
South Africa, the union's General 
Secretary, Ken Gill, issued a statement 
deploring the decision and TASS- 
sponsored MPS were asked to press the 
Government to stop the investment. 

In June 1976 South African police 
opened fire on demonstrating school 
students in Soweto. Protests spread all 
over South Africa and in the months 
that followed the police killed more 
than 800 unarmed demonstrators, many 
of them children. 

The 1976 TUC saw a major advance 
in TUC policy on Southern Africa. A 
composite emergency motion proposed 
by the Tobacco Workers Union and 
seconded by TASS, called for an end 
to all new British investment in South 
Africa, a total arms embargo and for 
support for the South African 

liberation movement. 
Later in the year it became known 

that Marconi was planning to sell a 
troposcatter communications system to 
the South African Defence Force. To 
do this it needed a license from the 
Government. Standing firm on its own 
and TUC policy, TASS made 
representations to  the Government 
against the deal on the grounds that 
the equipment was to be used in South 
Africa's war against SWAPO guerrillas 
in Namibia. In an act of betrayal by 
the Labour Government, Marconi got 
its license after it had removed a 
reference to Namibia from its license 
application. 

In the same year TASS gave its 
support to the South African Metal and 
Allied Workers Union, when it was 
refused recognition by British Leyland's 
South African subsidiary. A document 
prepared by the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement "British Leyland and the 
Metal and Allied Workers Union: A 
Memorandum to the British Labour 
Movement" was widely circulated 
within the union. 

The South African Government 
reacted to  the endemic unrest which 
followed the 1976 Soweto uprisings 
by banning 1 8  black organisations in 
October 1977. 

TASS immediately issued a statement 

condemning the bannings and called on 
the British Government to  impose an 
economic embargo against South Africa 
and to  support sanctions at the UN. 

TASS has a long record of support 
for SACTU, which was marked when 
Ken Gill became the first ever member 
of the TUC General Council to speak 
on a SACTU platform on behalf of the 
TUC, at a meeting held to celebrate 
SACTU's 25th anniversary on March 22 
1980. 

1980 saw the establishment of an 
independent democratic government in 
Zimbabwe, after a long and bitter armed 
struggle by the country's liberation 
movement. On several occasions TASS 
joined in protests against the Smith 
and Muzorewa regimes' illegal hangings of 
freedom fighters and their supporters 
and was a member of the Zimbabwe 
Emergency Campaign Committee. 

Most recently, the 1979 conference 
of the union asked the Executive 
Committee t o  carry out a more 
vigorous campaign for the release of 
South African political prisoners, 
especially Dave Kitson, and for an end 
to  investment in South Africa. In 1980 
conference endorsed the Executive's 
activities in carrying forward the 
campaign for the release of political 
prisoners and sent greetings to the 
Prisoners Education Campaign 
Committee in South Africa. 



Southern Africa - The Imprisoned Society 
In 1980 there were nearly 500 black 

male political prisoners on Robben Island 
and seven white political prisoners in 
Pretoria Maximum Security Prison. There 
are an estimated 15 women political 
prisoners in South Africa. 

Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan 
Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada and the other 
leaders of the ANC who were gaoled 
for life in the mid-1960s have been 
joined by hundreds who were 
sentenced for their part in the new 
upsurge of resistance which has been 
growing since the mid-1970s. 

In Pretoria all the men who were 
sentenced with Dave in the 1960s 
have been released except for Denis 
Goldberg, who is serving life. Bram 
Fischer served his life sentence, dying 
tragically of cancer in 1975. But Dave 
and Denis have been joined by a new 
generation of militants - Ray Suttner, 
David Rabkin, Anthony Holliday, 
Jeremy Cronin and Renfrew Christie 
- convicted for their opposition to 
the regime. 

In 1973 the TASS Kitson Committee 
took the initiative in calling a meeting to 
plan a new campaign for the release of 
all South African political prisoners. A 

preparatory committee - made up of 
representatives of the TASS Kitson 
Committee, Ruskin Kitson Committee, 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement, 
Liberation, International Defence and 
Aid Fund, London Trades Council and 
the National Union of Students - was 
formed to organise a conference to  
launch the campaign. Later they were 
joined by the British Youth Council 
and the Roman Catholic organisation, 
Pax Christi. 

The conference "South Africa - The 
Imprisoned Society" (SATIS) was held 
in London on December 8 1973. 

As a first step, the conference 
launched a petition demanding the 
release of all political prisoners in South 
Africa and calling on the British 
Government "to exert every pressure 
on the South African Government to 
achieve this end". It was also agreed 
that the campaign should extend to 
Namibian and Rhodesian political 
prisoners as well as South Africans. 
Thousands of signatures to the 
petition were collected and it was 
presented to the Chairman of the UN 
Committee against Apartheid at the 
AAM "Freedom Convention" held on 
June 29. 

Later in the year SATIS supporters 
- among them former South African 
prisoners - held a 10-day 200-mile 
sponsored walk from London to 
Manchester to raise funds for the 
campaign. 

The climax of SATIS's First year was 
a four-day visit by ex-American 
political prisoner Angela Davis. On 
December 12 Angela spoke at a packed 
public meeting at Central Hall, 
Westminster, on a platform with the 
General Secretary of the Mineworkers 
Union, Lawrence Daly and Albert Dlomo 
who had been a prisoner on Robben 
Island. 

On April 21 1975 the South African 
regime put 13 leaders of the South 
African Student Organisation (SASO) and 
the black consciousness movement on 
trial in Pretoria. They were charged 
under the Terrorism Act with fostering 
"feelings of racial hatred" and trying 
"to persuade blacks of the need for 
violent revolution". SATIS supporters 
picketed South Africa House on the 
opening day of the trial. On the picket 
were former political prisoners who had 
walked from Brighton to London to 
raise funds for SATIS. 









The Future 
Unless he is granted remission, Dave 

Kitson will be released on December 17, 
1984, having spent 20 years of his life 
in gaol. 

Ruskin College, Oxford, has offered 
him a Fellowship - an offer which Dave's 
intellectual record makes him well- 
qualified to accept. If Dave wants to  
come to Britain, TASS is prepared to  
pay his fare and, with other 
organisations and friends, will help 
him to build a new life. 

The final decision must be Dave's. 
If his past is anything to go by, his main 
concern will be to continue the struggle 
for a free South Africa. 

TASS's fight against apartheid will not 
end with Dave's release. As this 
pamphlet goes to  press, the UN General 
Assembly has once again called on the 
Security Council to impose mandatory 
sanctions against South Africa. The 
British Government has made i t  clear 

that, with the other Western powers, 
it will veto sanctions in the Security 
Council. 

TASS will continue to campaign 
for a total military and economic 
boycott of South Africa. We believe 
that this is the most effective way in 
which we can support the struggle 
for freedom in Southern Africa. 

Our union supports also the struggle 
of black workers for trade union 
rights and the work of the non- 
racial trade union federation SACTU. 

TASS is committed to campaign for 
the release of all Southern African 
political prisoners, and for them to 
be granted remission of their sentences 
and study and other rights, so long as 
they remain in gaol. 

We are sure that the peoples of 
South Africa and Namibia will win 
their freedom. But we believe that 
the length of the struggle and the price 

that they will pay in human suffering 
depends on the pressure that we put 
on the British and other Western 
Governments to end their support for 
the South African regime. 

TASS says 
ISOLATE SOUTH AFRICA - 
IMPOSE SANCTIONS NOW! 

SUPPORT SACTU AND THE 
STRUGGLE OF BLACK SOUTH 
AFRICAN WORKERS! 

FREE NELSON MANDELA AND 
ALL SOUTH AFRICAN AND 
NAMIBIAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS! 



Support the cause of African freedom! 

- JOIN THE ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT! - 
The Anti-Apartheid Movement campaigns for freedom in 
South Africa and Namibia. It works in political parties, 
trade unions, religious groups, colleges and schools, and 
with the general public, for an end to all forms of 
collaboration with the apartheid regime. 

The AAM's current campaigns are: 
Isolate  a art he id south Africa: Sanctions Now! 
Impose UN mandatory economic sanctions against 
South Africa! 
Stop oil supplies to South Africa! 
Strengthen the UN arms embargo against the 
apartheid regime! 
Boycott South African goods! 
Stop emigration to South Africa! 

Free Namibia! 
Stop British connivance in South Africa's illegal 
occupation! 
Support SWAPO! 
Cancel the Namibian uranium contract! 

Release all Southern African political 
prisoners! 

Support the Front-Line States! 
Stop South African aggression against Angola and 
Mozambique! 

JOIN NOW! 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  NAME 

ADDRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TELEPHONE NO. 

Minimum annual membership fees: Individuals: Â£7.50 
studentslapprentices, Â£5 school students/pensioners/ 
claimants, Â£2 local organisations, Â£7.50 national 
organisations, Â£2 
Affiliation rates for national trade unions are on a sliding 
scale, depending on the size of the union. 
Subscriptions to AA NEWS only: UKIEurope Â£4.50 outside 
Europe, surface mail Â£4.50 airmail Â£6.50 
Membership fees and subscriptions can be paid directly into 
the AAM's Giro Account - No. 52 513 0004. They can also be 
paid by Banker's Order - forms available from the AAM 
Office. 
Return to: Anti-Apartheid Movement, 89 Charlotte Street, 
London WP 2DQ. Tel. 580 5311 

The AAM has special material for trade unionists. 
For further information contact: Chris Child, 
AAM Trade Union Officer. 
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need 
The union that fights 
for British engineering 

TASS benefits 
m Long term unemployment benefit. 
m Free legal aid if you suffer an accident or have legal 

problems connected with your employment. 
m Free convalescent homes with travelling expenses paid 

for members and immediate family. 
Lump sum grants. 

m Dispute benefit. 
Technical publications. 

m Advice on Equal Pay, Discrimination, Employment 
Protection, Occupational Health and other new 
legislation. 

m The TASS News and Journal. 
Careers guidance. 

These are in TASS 
Secretaries, clerks, typists and all clerical and 
administrative staff. 
Finance and production control staff. 
Sales, purchasing and service personnel. 
Systems analysts and other computer staff. 
Scientists, technologists and technicians. 
Engineers and draughtsmen. 
Foremen and chargehands. 
Testers and inspectors. 
Managers and other senior staff. 
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