Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH
25 August 1983

From The Minister of State

The Rt Rev Trevor Huddleston
Pregident
_An'i—Aparthaid Movement

Thank you fﬂf'yﬂur Ietter of:5'August'

T haVe fiow redad your memorandum and carefully censldered
the guestions it raises. We covered in considerable detail
many of ‘the individual topics intdit durlng' our recent
meetlng (including Namibia, the whole question af sanctions,
the Palkland Islands- alrfleld and so on); and others have
ﬁeen dealt with 4in correspondence between. the Ant1—Aparthe1d
M@VeMent and the Foredgn and Cammonwealth Office in recent .
maaths.

;‘think it is fair to say that we shave .ue same goals
in South Africa: an internationally recognised settlement
in Namibia, a reduction of tension and violence in the
region, and progress towards a form of govermment in South
Africa based on the consent of the South African people as: -
& le,  We also share your abhorrence of apartheid and _
“Of the measures by which this policy is: enforced Where we .
*differ 5 on the means which are most likely to 1nf1uence
urse of events in Southern Africd and bring about the
peaceful mehievement of these goals. ' . You would have us ..
disengage completely. Your memorandum urges the Government
to review its:poliey towards South Afrlca and take the "
neceasary decisions to do thls

In contrast I do nat belleve th;s to be the right
approaeh to the: problems of Southern Africa and so I do not:
#eeept that there is any need for g change of government
policy. “In particular, I mist stress the vaerument & firm
belief that wider sanctions sgaipst South Africa are most |
likely to be effective.  Indeed, they would be counter- .
ywoductive and strengthen eppositlun.tu ‘internal reform and-
remove all prospects of a settlement in Namibia. Nor do.we
believe that attitudes can best be changed by igelation an&
nostracism. This does not mean that we are not: working for
nge in. South Africa. On the eontrary w
ly‘our 1inks and cgntacts as




We are committed to this and will continue our.éfforts. However
I am bound to accept that in a diffiecfilt and complex situation
significant progress is very difficult to achieve,

On the new Palkland Islands sirfield, I am glad teo repeat
my assurance to you. that no egquipment or materials for its
congtruction will be supplied from South Africa.

Ag regards the Marconi air traffic control radar, an export
- licence was: granted for this equipment on:the understanding that
it is to be exported 1o the suthority ii-South Africa responsible
for the control 4f ¢ivil-air-traffiec in-Southern-Africa, We - -
take very seriously our obligations under the UN Arms Emhargo

I do not remember agreeing to arrange for officials to have
a further meeting with you to discuss a memorandum you are
preparing on the UN Artns Embargo against South Afeica., But I
am quite happy that such a meeting should take place. Perhaps
you would contsct Southern African. Department (Jeremy Varcoe on
233 5189 or Nigel Thrope on 233 4954} directly to arrange this,

Malcolm Rifkind



